Palm((Word Markup Language

I tried to follow HTML conventions to some extent:

<formatting> starts the formatting and </formatting> ends the formatting. The exception is paragraph styles, <h#> and <s stylename>. Both go at the end of the paragraph and apply the style, either the Heading # style or stylename style, to the entire paragraph. This makes such a great improvement in readability that I just had to go with it.

The supported formatting options are


Italics


Bold


Strikethrough


Hidden text


Bookmarks


Fields


Non-breaking spaces


Footnotes


M-dashes

The conversion also adds tabs in the beginning of each paragraph when converting from Word to Palm and strips them when converting from Palm to Word.

The notation (lowercase only, no extra spaces) is:

~
Creates nonbreaking space. A space after a sectionsign or paragraph sign is automatically converted into nonbreaking space. (‘§ ‘ is equivalent to ‘§~’ and ‘¶ ‘ to ‘¶~’). Converting from Word does not add tildes after those characters, since it is unnecessary.

--
m-dash

<fn>text</fn>
Footnote text, producing footnotes that are automatically numbered by Word.

<fn *>text</fn>
Footnote text, with custom mark. Only names starting with *, #, d, †, and ‡ are recognized as custom footnote marks when converting from Word to Palm. They can, of course, be 1 character long. Any custom footnote mark can be used when converting from Palm to Word.

<bk name>text</bk name>
Bookmarked text with name being the bookmark. Applies to hidden bookmarks, which Word uses to create cross-references, tables and indices.

Text<h#>
Applies Heading 1 through Heading 9 styles depending on the digit at the position #. The <h#> goes at the end of the paragraph and the style is applied to the entire paragraph.

Text<s parastyle>
Applies style parastyle to the entire paragraph. The mark <s parastyle> goes at the end of the paragraph. Causes an error if the style does not exist in the document. Style “Plain Text” is converted to “Normal.”

<strike>text</strike>
Strikethrough text.

<i>text</i>
Italics.

<bold>text</bold>
Bold.

<hide>text</hide>
Hidden text.

<field>txt</field>
Puts text in a field. Deletes the first and last character of field text (usually spaces). Nested fields are supported by adding characteristic digits to the fields <field #>text</field #>.



POTENTIAL FUTURE ENHANCEMENTS:

-case insensitive

-inserted file (pictures)

-if style does not exist leave mark? (currently produces error).

-implement headers/footers

-support tables?

-flag unrecognized <text>? Avoid flagging URLs.
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